INDIVIDUAL WORK FOR REFORM
Gregg's book, The Power of Non-Vwlence^ and to works
by Barthelemy de Ligt, notably Pour Taincre sans Violence
and La Pcdx Crdatrice. In the paragraphs that follow I
have tried to give a brief, but tolerably complete summary
of the argument in favour of non-violence*
The inefficiency of violence has been discussed in an
earlier chapter; but the subject is such an important one
that I make no apology for repeating the substance of what
was said in that place.
If violence is answered by violence, the result is a
physical struggle. Now, a physical struggle inevitably
arouses in the minds of those directly and even indirectly
concerned in it emotions of hatred, fear, rage and resent-
ment. In the heat of conflict all scruples are thrown to
the winds, all the habits of forbearance and humaneness,
slowly and laboriously formed during generations of
civilized living, are forgotten. Nothing matters any more
except victory. And when at last victory comes to one
or other of the parties, this final outcome of physical
struggle bears no necessary relation to the rights and
wrongs of the case; nor, in most cases, does it provide
any lasting settlement ta the dispute.
The cases in which victory in war provides a more or
less lasting settlement may be.classified as follows: (i)
Victory results in a final settlement when the vanquished
are completely or very nearly exterminated. This happened
to the Red, Men in North America and to the Protestant'
heretics in sixteenth-century Spain. That *the blood of
the martyrs is the seed of the church* is true only when
a good many people survive martyrdom. If the number
of martyrs is equal to the total number of the faithful (as
it was in the case of the Japanese Christians during the
seventeenth century), then no church will spring from
their blood and the dispute between orthodox and heretic
will have been settled once and for all* Modern wars are
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